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NoTeES FO2 THE DigenTon:

Every classroom setting and scenario is different. Take the ideas from this
lesson plan and make it work for your own classroom.

This lesson plan has been created as a “plug and play” and each step might not
work for your situation. The intent is to provide ideas for how to organize
your own rehearsal. There are many great jazz pedagogy resources with
further suggestions and specific ideas. Suggested resources can be found in
the resources tab at Jazzlessonplans.com

Activities can be split into several sessions, or they can be combined.

RQULES 02 QEHEARSAL:

Listen to something everyday

Improvise in every class

Play some kind of scale/learn a little theory
Learn something by ear

The setup is important. The 15t part players should be in the middle of the
ensemble. See the suggested setup chart for more details.

Listen to a recording of chart if possible. Jazz is an aural art. It's okay to listen!
Listen for style, phrasing, articulation, swing, anything that’s played in a way
not marked in the music. Jazz is not always written down.

If possible, rehearse with the rhythm section before meeting with the winds.
Decide on voicings and when the piano and guitar player will play. The piano
and guitar should not play at the same time during solo sections - it’s okay for
one not to play.

The drummer should be able to sing the melody. Listen, listen, listen.

Rehearsing the winds is similar to rehearsing a concert band. Use many of the
same techniques, but with jazz styles and articulations.

Don’t be afraid to sing! Sing the articulations. Try to sing pitches (doesn’t have
to be pretty). They more students sing, the better and more confident they
will become.
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Some things will need to happen outside of the classroom. Students have to be
listening to jazz. | recommend listening together in class in addition to
assigned listening logs outside of class. Students should complete at least one
a week.

Consider a monthly transcription project - Learn one new jazz standard every
month.

There are several great ear-training apps available for free. Chet is a great one
with interesting games that students can play each day.

Write difficult rhythms on the board and have the students count, clap, and
sing together. Have everyone play on the same pitch

ResoLeees po2 MoRE ReneasAL STRATEQIES:

Dunscomb, J. Richard; Hill, Willie: Jazz Pedagogy: The Jazz Educator's
Handbook and Resource Guide, Warner Bros. Publications.

Papich, Mary Jo; Adamsons, Ryan: Rehearsing the Jazz Band. Meredith Music
Publications, a division of G.W. Music, Inc.

West, Chad; Titlebaum, Mike: Teaching School Jazz: Perspectives, Principles,
and Strategies, Oxford University Press.
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MaTeQIALS:

Warm up activity - scale packet and play along track from jazzlessonplans.com
Jazz chart

Recording of jazz chart

Chord changes for all students

LessoN OBdeatIves:

The students will perform jazz charts with appropriate style, phrasing, and
articulations.
Students will apply knowledge of jazz style, scales, and chords to improvise

ANTICIPATORY SET:

Have some kind of jazz music playing before class starts. Be open to
discussion about musician/recording and provide a fact about the music

Peoceouees:

Warm-up with one of the scale and improvisation activities.

Listen to a recording of the chart you will be rehearsing - just listen, do not
look at the music.

Listen to the chart again with students following along in the music. This time
students should focus on their parts.

Ask students to make observations about their sections in the recording and
be prepared to share with the class

Questions for listening:
Discuss the form (12 bar blues, 32 bar AABA, etc.)
Discuss style (swing, Latin, funk, rock)
Facts about the musician/performance
Discuss things heard in the recording but not marked in the music

All students will play the selected rehearsal section of the chart

Students will sing the section/phrase using jazz syllables (Doo, Dah, Dit, Daht)
Students will play the section again, correcting any missed articulations

Saxes will play the section with the drummer keeping time on 2 and 4 (Hi-Hat)
Bones will play the section with drummer keeping time on 2 and 4 (Hi-Hat)
Trumpets will play section with drummer keeping time on 2 and 4 (Hi-Hat)
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Continue rehearsing sections, singing articulations and playing. Add full
rhythm section to saxes/bones/trumpets

Open the solo sections to every student. Take volunteers first, eventually
everyone must solo. Some charts provide written solos, but students should
be encouraged to improvise their own solo as they become comfortable.
Provide all students with the chord changes. They are often written in the
score, solo instruments, or rhythm section. You may need to write them out
for the entire ensemble.

HoMewooy:

Students will complete one listening log each week from the suggested
listening page at Jazzlessonplans.com

Students will play one Chet Interval game each day. Students must show their
progress every Friday. https://chetapp.io/

Students will work on the jazz standard of the month - transcribe melody and
improvise one chorus)



